Chromatin dynamics and the modulation of genetic activity.
Chromatin, the genetic material of eukaryotes, is a dynamic macromolecular assembly that continuously changes its composition and conformation to accommodate different stages of genetic activity, e.g. transcription and replication. Evidence is accumulating that the dynamic behavior of chromatin has important functional roles in the modulation of genetic activity, largely due to the intrinsic properties of arrays of nucleosome cores.